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DICKINSON : Fortunately, Dr. Franklin, the people of these col-

onies maintain a higher regard for their mother country.

FRANKLIN: Higher, certainly, than she feels for them. Never

was such a valuable possession so stupidly and recklessly
managed than this entire continent by the British Crown. Qur
industry discouraged, our resources pillaged—and, worst of
all, our very character stifled. We’ve spawned a new race here
—rougher, simpler, more violent, more enterprising, and less
refined. We're a new nationality, Mr. Dickinson—we require
a new nation.

FRANKLIN: (Angrily) The issue here is independence! Maybe

you’ve lost sight of that fact, but I have not! How dare you
jeopardize our cause when we’ve come so far? These men,
no matter how much we disagree with them, are not ribbon
clerks to be ordered about; they’re proud, accomplished men,
the cream of their colonies—and whether you like it or not,
they and the people they represent will be a part of the new

country youd hope to create! Either start learning how to

live with them or pack up and go home-but in any case,
stop acting like a Boston fishwife! ‘





